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« By an election, 
«« that, too, every timc 
« cheir disgust at perceivil 











I mean a real choice, made by a majority of all the persons having a right to vote; and 
members are to be chosen; for, if, from the indifference ot the people, or from 
wg that the influence of certain opulent men is irresistible, the members be returned 


7 . ai ity he paler < » , 2 r , »y o residen 
« without actually being voted for by a majority of the clectors, the opulent few, or even the president 


«* solely, may as 
« in such case, become a mere 


well make the return at once, without the ceremony of an election, the rights of which, 
nullity, or, which is still worse, serve to sanction tyrannical acts, under 


. ~onels »ic cl » r the . * ereas. | ac sc - 
«. the pretence, that whatever is done by the legislature is done by the people ;, whereas, in fact, oo e latter 
« have not the least share in any enactment, because they have no real voice in electing the members of the 
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TO THE 
ELECTORS OF WESTMINSTER. 
Letrer IV. 


GENTLEMEN ; | 
Before I proceed to the main object of | 
this letter, which is to state to you the rea- 
sons which would have prevented me from 
standing forward to give you an opportunity 
of shewing your abhorrence at being transfer- 
red from hand to hand, like the venal slaves 
of afamily borough, give me leave to advert 
fora moment, to the subject of my last let- 
ter, to wit, the part which Mr. Sureripan 
has borne in this transaction. Tn a subse- 
quent page-of this sheet, you will find a let- 
ter addressed to me, remonstrating against 
what I had written in my last letter, and 
justifying, or attempting to justify, Mr. 
SAERIDAN. It is always my way to publish 
whatever is transmitted to me in answer to 
What I myself write and publish ; and this 
is a duty incumbent upon me when the ans- 
Wer is in vindication of any person ‘the puri- 
ty of whose views I have questioned, The 
letter of Mr. Homan, therefore, though I 
know him not; though | have fiever before 
heard his name mentioned, and though seve- 
ral other letters from valuable correspondents, 
hid a prior claim to insertion, has been, 
Without a momeat’s loss of time,’ ¢éommuni- 
cited to those same readers, to whom my 
auimadversions have been communicated. 
——Mr. SHERIDAN seemed to me to be re- 
duced to this dilemma, to be considered 
either as having abandoned the clectors of 
Westminster either from the fear of losing 
us places, or as having “etrayed them for the 
sake of areward of some sort or other. 
That there is a vast difference in the two 
your own hearts wiki, I hope, teach you; 
‘nd, you will not have forgotten, that my 
“plilton, as stated in my last, was unequivo- 
cally on the side of the latter. I was con- 
‘inved, in my own mind, that, as I there 











€xpregsed myself, ‘e from the beginning he’ 


Masty’s Letters upon the United States. 
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‘© was in concert with the Lord and his 
«< Steward ;’’ and, the facts which I stated 
as the grounds of such conviction were, that, 
on Sunday, the 14th of September (four 
days previous to the first meeting at the 
Crown and Anchor Tavern) Mr. Suertpan 
held a meeting of his friends, particularly 
of the press, at Somerset-House ; that there 
it was loudly asserted that Lord Perey ought 
to be opposed, and that it was clearly under- 
stood that Mr. Sueripaw was to be the po- 
pular candidate; that from this meeting 
sprang the public meeting at the Crown and 
Anchor Tavern, where Mr. SHegipan not 
only declined himself, but recommended 
that very Lord Percy. From these facts, I 
drew, what I think was a very natural con- 
clusion, that Mr. Surrxipan took pains to 
gain you, and to hold you in his hand, mere- 
ly for the purpose of acquiring the merit of 
handing you over, ina state perfectly help- 
less, to Lord Percy and his heirs and assigns 
for ever. If my premised facts be not cor- 
rect, my conclusion falls of course; and, 
Mr. Homaw asserts, that there was no 
meeting at Somerset-House; but, he ac- 
knowledges, that a few friends dropped in 


by accident, and he does not deny, thatyr 


amongst those friends at least, it was clearly 
understood, and. that too from Mr, Surrie 
pan’s own language, that Lord Percy was by 
him regarded as an improper person, and 
that he, Mr. Sheridan, would stand for- 
ward to assert the independence of the city, 
Now, whether the assemblage spoken of by 
me Ought to have been called a meeting, or 
not, is, I think, of little importance ; but, 
there is one assertion, made by Mr. 
Homan, which is of great importance, 
and that is, that, on Sunday, the J4th 
of September, Mr. Suertpay did not.know, 
what he Jearnt the next day, to wit, ‘* that 
‘* the ministry, that all the leading men ig 
“ the city, and thatall the menabers.of the 
‘Whig Club, from the Duke of Noriolk 
“* downwards, even solow as Mx, Wisuaart, 
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‘ the snuff-inan, had, lefore Mr. Fox's 
aa death, pledged themselves to support 
‘ Lord Pearcy.” It is traly strange, ‘that, 
considering who and what Mr. Sheridan is; 
considering his connectivns, bis intimacy 
with the Whizs, of whose Club he isa 


> 


member, and, “above all, cons’ tering his 
close connection with Mr. Pox, Mr. Whit- 
bread, and all those who have distinguished 
themselves in this affair; when we consider 
ail this, it is truly strange, that, even on 
Suncay the 14th September, he never 


should have heard of this m ghty mass of | 


pledges to Lord Percy, and it is strange, 
especially to me, who, with a thousandth 
part of Mr. Sheridan’s advantages in this 
respect, was well informed, on the preceding 
‘Jiiursday, that the Lord’s Steward (the Lord 
being absent from town) had obtained a 
great part of the pledges abuve-mentioned. 
Yet, itis possit/e, that Mr. Sheridan might 
on the 14th, haye ‘heard nothing of the 
matter. Upon this point of fact, however, 
the question rests, whether Mr. Sheridan 
betrayed the electors, or whether he ab n- 
doned them from the fear of losing his 
places: and, that pot [am very willing to 
leave to the decision of the reader, with 
this observation, that the presumption was, 
at any rate, quite strong enough on the 
other side to wartant my conclusion, though, 
Ido think, that against that presumption is 
now to be placed the circumstance of Mr. 
Sheridan's not being present either at the 
nonination of the Lord, at Willis’s Rooms, 
or at his e/ection in Covent Garden, where 
Mr. Whitbread was selected as the chief 
operator. ‘Fo which, I think, may be 
added, the resentment evidently felt, against 
the Whig Club and Mr. Whitbread, by Mr. 
Homan, who, if not dictated to, certainly 
speaks, or thinks he speaks, the sentiments 
of Mr. Sheridan himself.——But, Mr. 
Homan, not content with exculpating Mr. 
Sheridan from the charge of having letrayed 
you, wishes also to exculpate him from that 
of having abandoned you. He says, that, 
talk as long as we will about public spirit 
and popularity, a contest for Westminster 
must, after all, ‘* be decided by MONEY ;"’ 
and, says he, *‘ where was Mr. Sheridan to 
‘« have found the resources ?. What,” adds 
he, © would yon have subscribed Mr. 
« Cobbett?” Certainly not one penay. 
Not one penny towards the support of avy 
min.’ Not one penny to insure the election 
of mys-if. No; if it be money you want, 
go take it from those who know how to get 
repaid out of taxes imposed upon you by 
their vote ;_if it be porter you waat, go, 
base wretches, and suek it from the barrels 
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of tbose who will take care to squeeze it out 
of you 2gaitr in’ sweat and in blood. But 
(begging Jeave to argue fora moment, upon 
this odious hypothesis) Mr. Homan seems 
to have conceived the notion, that, unless 
Mr. Sheridan succeeded in finally defeating 
Lord Perev, his oppesition to lin would 
have been of no use. Lam of a very 
cifferent OpIDy n Final suc. ess would h Wwe 
been cesiravle ; but, would it have been of 
no use io givenoarly one half of you, at any 
rate, ap opportunity of shewine youl dishke 


to the man whom both he and you disap- 


proved of? Would it have been of ro use 
to prove to the world, that the ety of 
Westminster stil] vafued its ind pendence ? 


Would it have been of no use to caus 


X 


family of Northumberland to expend s xiy 


or seventy thousand peands of that moncy 
which Mr. Homan represesits as the sure 
means of deciding ciections in Westininster? 
Mr. Horman seems to perceive what I 
cannot for my life perceive, and that is, 
some necessity, moral or physical, tor My. 
Sheridan being a member of parliament. 
It I were to admit this, then, wiceed, I 
should be ready enough to allow, that the 
fear of a final defeat was a motive that night 
have induced Mr. Sheridan to decline; but 
this I do not admit; aad, Iam, besides, 
certain, that, if, in such a cause, he had had 
the courage to expose his places and his 
seat, no minister in England woud bave 
dared to touch cither. There is one 
reason, Which Mr. Homan gives for Mr. 
Sheridan's declining, which, it seems to me, 
ought'to have been withheld, namely, that 
in persevering in a contest. against Lord 
Percy, he might have embarassed an 
Intusrriovs P; xsonace, to whom he is 
known to be attached by the strongest ties. 
What! Does Mr. Sheridan's defenders say, 
then, that to have stood forward in support 
of the independence of Westminster, ould 
have been to embarrass that I}lustrious Per- 
sonage? Can it be supposed possible, that 
that lilustrious Personage has interests 0/)po- 
site tathe support of your rights and liber- 
ties? Can there be supposed to exist in that 
Illustrious Personage’s mind, any motive for 
preventing Mr.Sheridan from doing jhatw hich 
a sense of public dutyurges him todo? And, 
if such a motive did exist ; and, if, the Illus 
trious Persopage were to act upon thatmotive, 
and were to issue his commanis accordingly, 
would you commend, or excuse, Mr. Shert- 
dan for obeying these commands? Ii you 
would, why, then, the words public duty, 
the elective franchise, represeniation 1D pat 
liament, .and all the other terms and epithets 
appertaining to this part of our constiuuer, 
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are mere empty souncs ;. for, if the member 
city be not the man jou W ould have 
you irom what cause, 
s been in posed 


uv 3on you? Wich respect iO the }iustrious 


for yuu 
cnoosen. Wa r-i it to 


" 
and by what meahs oc h, 


as ae 


Personige in Guesuion, and also with respect 
ty thoce who thuuk that no man o' ght to 
risk bis seat im parliameut, Mr. Homan 
has provided (supposing his charge of venal- 
ity agaimsi you to be true) a cefence per- 


fectly comp.ete tor Mr. Sheridan; but, if I 
were to admit the charge of venality, a 
charge which, notwithstancing all Mir. Sie- 
ridan’s praises of your pullic spirit and pu- 
rity, Tam by no means prepared wholly to 
deny, the defence of Mr. Homan would 
not satisfy me; for, when, in answer to my 
complaint, that 1 have been deprived of an 
opportunity of opposing a member that is 
unfit to represent me, I am told, that it 
could not have been otherwise without 
risking the seat of one man, or without em- 
barrassing the arrangements of another man, 
what is it but to tell me, that my interests 
are not considered as any thing, that to talk 
of my rights and my privileges isa mockery, 
that Lam, in fact, a degraded instrument in 
the hands of ambitious men, and, in one 
word, that, though I am amused with the 
conceits about freedom. Iam a s/ave, or, at 
least, fuli as much a slave as are the people 
of other countries, where there are no such 
things as elections? When I talk of the 
sel£shness of Mr. Sheridan, does Mr. Ho- 
man suppose, that. I mean to confine: myself 
to his dove of money? I mean, that he has 
always his own views to answer; the views 
of vanity and ambition, and sometimes of 
pecumary interest ; but always views, 
where self stands, before either party or 
public good; and this he has verified in nu- 
merous instances. I donot say, that the 
love of the mere profits of his places (I 
speak in the plural, because whatever his 
son has must be considered as his, and he 
has, besides, two places of his own); I do 
hot say, that the sheer desire of pecuniary 
gain has induced him to abandon the elec- 
bogs of Westminster ; but, I say, that, if it 
be admitted, that he objected to Lord Per- 
‘y; if it be admitted, that, until be heard 
ot the formidable combination of pledges in 
‘avour of the Lord, he was disposed to op- 





‘ose him; if this be admitted, and, I thiuk 


10 one will be bold enough to deny it, then, 
Say, itis impossible to account for his 
‘oandonment of the electors, and more es- 
pecially for his recommending of Lord Percy 
pr ein Unless upon the. ground of his 
rd ah enstons for his places, his favour with 
te Prince of Wales, ‘and for ‘his consequent 
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importance in the world. —-—Whatever may 
have been the motive. of Mr. Sheride 1, or l 
whatever you and the world mey think of 
his conduct, Tam. perigcly satisties thay, 
whether intention 
principal couse of 
member; for, if, at the 
Inth of September, he had not, 
ine softened and seduced your nunds by his 
eloguence, recommenced Lord Percy to 
you, a person would bave been, found to 
oppose the Lord, though thrusted uy yout 
by a conbination so jormidabe, I he bad 
no intention to become a candidate hiniself, 
why did he cause the meeing to.bke eal'ed, 

and why-did he havangue you? If frog, no 

selfish motive, why cid he recommend Lord 

Percy ¢ This is what sticks with me, Icane 

not get over this. -‘To. cause a meeting to be 

called, there to harangue aud to be appaud- 

ed, while one’s wife and family ave specta- 

tors from a gallery or orchcsta, may, for 

aught I know, be natural enough ; it may 

be harmless, at least, and, therefore excuse. 

able; but, to conclude by.a recommenda- 

tion of the very man, whom he wauld. haye 
opposed, if he had been able, was an act of 
meanness for which it. is impossible toinvent 
a sufficient apology, and ef which it is im- 

possible to find an exampile,,except in the 
conduct of some member of the whig club. 
—Mr. Hom insinuates that I have, some 
personal feeling hostile to. Mr. Sheridan. 

I have none, and I can haye. none... What 
I, and almost any other man, might envy 
in him, his wit and his eloquence, are very 
far indeed above my pretensions; and, as to, 
his places, and his tavour either with princes 
or with the rabble, they are as far beneath 
my desires. Iregard him, and I always 
have regarded him, as a man, of gieat 
talents, particularly of that sort which can 
be most easily and effectually employed. in 
the influencing of weak minds; and, W I 
have frequently taken occasion to animadvert 
upon his conduct, it has been, I can cone 
scientiously assert, with no other view, ihan 
simply that of preventing, as faras 1 was able, 
those talents from producing an effect mis- 
chievous to that eountry, in the welfire and 


Ly oraot, he bas been the 
the Jord’s beceming 


ficel Ue ct. tae 


your 


after heve 


‘honour of which I have as deep au, interest 


as Mr. Sheridan, or, as his Jilustrious patron. 
Now, Geitlemen, as to the reasons that 
would have prevented me frotn standing for- 
ward, asa candidate, in support of your in- 
dependence, those objection», stated. in) my 
address, which was puylisheu inthe formeft 
an adyertisement, weig!ty, as they, were, 
would have been got over. when | saw. you so 
completely deserted ; When 1 saw you al 
most literally go a begging for a candidaie, 
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‘The very circumstances, which, apparently, 
deterred others from coming forward, would 
have been an inducement to me. The truth 
is, that it ts our misfortune, that the electors 
of every place have not to go a begging for 
candidates. It is our misfortune, that, so 
profitable, in one way or atiotlier, is the 





post become, that candidates go a begging 
to electors ; and, it but too often happens, 
that they assume a tone and manner, which 
rather than have recourse to, many a com- 
mon vagrant would expire with hunger un- 
derahedge. ‘With me, therefore, your dis- 
tressed situation would have been a strong 
motive for coming forward. The faint pro-- 
spect of final success would have been no 
abstacle at all, Money I would have ex- 
pended none; and, any labour that a con- 
test would have occasioned me, would have 





been amply compensated for by the pleasure 
ind the probable public good, which would | 
have arisen from being at liberty openly to 
speak wholesome truths for the space of | 
fourteen or fifteen days ; ta which may be | 
added, the powerful motives arising from 2 | 
fair calculation of the sweating that I should 
have occasioned to my opponent's purse, and 
trom the probable consequences which my 
exertions would have produced with respect 
to a future election. I must confess, too, 
that to have met those Whigs upon your 
hustings; to have told them to their teeth of 
all their former professions, of all their for- 
feited promises and pledges, of all their toasts 
and songs and resolutions about the liberties 
of the people ; to have compared their prac- 
tice with their professions ; to have enume- 
rated the places and pensions they have 
created, the jobs they have done, the sums 
they have swallowed without, apparently, 
having damped their appetite. I must con- 
féss, that the prospect of enjoying this satis- 
faction would have been a strong temptation ; 
but, when I took an impartial view of your 
conduct; when I saw you receive the speech 
of Mr. Sheridan with shouts for the living 
and with lamentations for the dead; when 
f heard ‘you resolve unanimously,* that a 
placeman, and a sinecure placeman too, was 
the properest person fo be your representative; 
when I heard you quietly assenting to the 
proposition, that it was impossible to find, in 
all this world, a representative equal in me-- 
rit to the man, who had left you for years 
without being represented at all, atid who, 
during his six months of office had acted in: 
direct opposition to all the main principles 
en acconnt of which you had repeatedly 
@ osen him ; and, finally, when I heard you 
receive the namé of Whitbread ‘with bursts 
ef appliuse, even after he had been chiéfly 
. 


A 





instrumental in depriving you of the chance 
of obtaining a representative agreeable ¢., 


your professed wishes; when 1} heard and 


saw all this, I hesitated not to conclude, thar 
the time was not-yet come for a person like 
me to stard as a candidate for Westminster ; 
[ hesitated not, one moment, to conclude, 
that it required some years of discipline under 
the hands of the lore and his steward; that 
it required events such as had not yet come 
to pass; that it required much yet from 
experience, that great teacher of wisdom, to 
bring you to that temper ot mind, without 
which no representative could possibly render 
you any service ; and, ]am, upon stil! fur- 
ther reflection, convinced, that until you see 
through all the imtrigues and frauds of the 
Whig Club ; until you despise all the pa- 
triotic mummery of such combinations of 
place-hunters ; until to use any watch-word 
of party tn your presence would be to en- 
danger the nose or ears of the orator; unti! 
this be the case, I am finally convinced, 
that to give you an Gpportunity of asserting 
your independence would be a waste of an 
honest man's time and trouble. I speak, of 
course, with numerous exceptions, and | 
know that the few are not to be despised for 
the folly or baseness of the many ; but, Iam 
afraid that a majority of you have littie else 
in view than your private interests and grati- 
fications, and that the defender of Mr. She- 
ridan is right when he says; that, after ail, 
a contest in Westminster must finally be de- 
cided by money. -** Well, and what is that to 
“you?” you will probably say. ‘It is some- 
thing to.me; because your Lord will help to 
far me. Put, if you will take this tone, ex- 
cuse me if I langh, when I hear you whin- 
ing aud crying about taxes; excuse me if I 
remind you of your shouts of applause be- 
stowed upon place-hunting patriots; excuse 
me, if I ask you what consolation you now 
feel from reflecting upon “ the chair, with 
‘€a velvet cushion,” im which the Lord was 
carried round Covent-Garden and along the 
Strand; excuse me, if I should ask you whet 
a taste has been left by his beer and the orts 
of his table, which we are told he so gener- 
ously bestowed upon you; excuse me if 

ask yon whether you remember how the 
high-blooded Sire sat smiling at the window, 
as the news-papers tell us, while yon, like 
beasts of burden, were carrying the son Up 
on your shoulders, and if 1 reproach you 
with worse "than beastly unreasonableness | 
you compliin of burdens hereafter. As ss 
ten as I hear you complain, so often will 

remind you of your condact at this election ; 
for, though I am convinced; that you have 
been miserably duped, I aye seen but 3 
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very few of you a disposition to resent the 
d iplicity ; and you appear to me to be just 
as ready and as willing to be duped to-mor- 
row as you were yesterday. Having thus 
acted, having so unequivocally applauded 
place-hunters and borough-monopolisers, let 
us, I pray you, see you conduct yourselves 
in future like peaceable, contented, obedient 
creatures. No more of your Palace-Yard 
meetings, I beseech you, now that you have 
so decidedly expressed your despair at the 
Joss of that man, who, a few years ago, 
met you in that same Palace-Yard to exhort 
you to petition against that very ‘Tax upon 
Income, which, the moment he was in 
power, he assisted to double. Let us hear 
no more of your clamouring against pecula- 
iors and depredators, now that you have 
unanimously resolved, that the man of all 
others the most fit to represent you, is that 
very inan, who, when out of office, pledged 
his word and honour to bring forward a 

tcharge of depredation, and who, the 
inoment almost that he entered olfice, de- 
clined doing it, lest he should thereby create 
divisions in the nainistry, that is to say, lest 
he should lose his place. No: let us no more 
be pestered with your complaints; but go 
and inscribe the name of your city upon the 
list along with, Old Sarum and Honiton, the 
electors of which have, at any rate, this 
merit, that they boast not, neither do they 
even talk, of that independence and public 
spirit about which you have always been 
inaking such pompous professions. Hav- 
ng thus, at every stage of the transaction, 
stated my opinions to you with the greatest 
Ireedom and with perfect sincerity, I shall, 
as the consequences of your conduct come 
upon you, always have the consolation to re- 
flect, that I have exerted my utmost to pre- 
vent them. I wish, though I cannot say 
that [ expect, you to shew more sense and 
Vutue upon a future occasion, and in that 
Wish I remain, 

Geutlemen, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
Wx, Copsett. 


are 
~** 





Botley, gth October, 19806. 





_ SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

l nder this head, it was my intention to 
have offered some observations upon the rav- 
ings, which are afloat, in some of the news- 
Pipers, relative to @ mew war upon the con- 
‘nent of Europe; but, L could not go into 
‘ese observations at any length, without ex- 
Coding the letter in defence of Mr. Sheridan, 
which, all circumstances considered, I could 
hot prevail upon myself to do. To the two 
other letters contained in this sheet, I also 
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beg leave to beseech the attention of the 
reader, ‘The letter upon the poor-/aws or 
pauper-system, contains much originality, 
and appears tome to be worthy of general 
attention, That something must be done 
upon this subject every one now allows; <8 
to what is to be done free discussion alone 
can Jead us to a rational determination; and, 
thank God, this is a subject which we may 
yet discuss, without baving recourse to f- 
gure or fable. N. B. Even the prepared 
report of the ‘* Dericatre INvesTIGATION” 
is not yet forth-coming! I always thought 
the frothy writers upon this subject were 
speaking without authority. The fact is, 
that a report prepared, that is to say, nar- 
rowed and stretched as it might suit the pur- 
poses of the persons engaged in the prepara- 
tion, would be believed by nobody. It was 
a gross attempt to impose upon the public, 
to say that feo Larristers were employed by 
Her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales 
in such a sort of preparation. I doubted, 
nay, I denied, the tact, as soon as tt was 
stated, and Iam truly happy to perceive, 
that the public are no longer deceived by the 
statement. It is the unanimous opinion, of 
course, that any thing that has been said to 
the disadvautaye of her royal highness, or of 
any other royal personage, is, and must be, 
false; but, it is an opinion, not Jess unani- 


mous, that, if any pullication upon the 
. ; 














subject takes place, it should not be a gart- 
fed one. ‘Things are very well as they are; 
but, if we are to have a report, let us have 
the whole of it; so say I, and so we say all. 
If the whole of the official report, and also 
the whole of the evidence, be laid before the 
public, I, for one, shall never trouble my 
readers with any comment thereon, unless 
the report should, which is very improbable, 
misrepresent the evidence ; but, if we have 
nothing but a selection from the report, no- 
thing but a prepared report, I shall hold my- 
self bound to endeavour to elucidate whatever 
the éwo Larristers may have left in a state of 
obscurity. —— Botley, gth October, 1800, 





Mr. SHERIDAN. 

Sir, As you with great appearance of 
manliness often sign your name to the se- 
verest strictures on public matters and per- 
sons; 1 am of opinion, that when an anta- 





‘gonist means to atraign your conduct and 


opinions at the bar of the public, and there 
exist. no particular motives for concealing 
who he is, you are intitled to similar open- 
ess from him, I, therefore, send you my 
address with this, having indeed, little or no 
objection to put my name to it at length.’ ‘In 
your third letter to the Electors of the City 
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of Westminster, you have made a most un- 
just aif unwarrantable attack upon Mr. 
Sheridan, My connection with that gen- 
thensau’s family, and the upportunities I have 
h dof b in; readé/y inturmed upon the sub- 
ject ycur L ter aelates to, authcrise me to 
luiorm you that the whole of your statement 
is founded in eiror and misinformation, and 
tht there is not one syllable of trath in the 
ass*riton of facts, which you seein so hastily 
to have picked up from rumour and hearsay, 
or so. credulously to have adopted from the 
interested maiignity of faction, Your pur- 
pose is to endeavour to prove, that Mr. She- 
rican was ether not sincere in his desire to 
assert the independence of the City of West- 
minster; or, that he deserted the cause upon 
soe unworthy compromise with the Duke 
of Northumberiand’s triends, or with the go- 
verument. Mr. Sheridan in his address to 
the electors at ihe meeting at the Crown and 
Anchor, onthe 18th instant, anticipated the 
probability of insinuations of this sort ful- 
Jowing Lis retreat; but, I should rather ima- 
gine he could not have expected them from 
you. | mean only that he could not have 
expected them from any man possessing 
common $ use, and a common kpowledge ot 
political character, arising from observauon 
and whe testimony of past, conduct. Mr. 
Sheridan's own words, however, are per- 
haps the best reply on this occasion, as they 
are also to the not unnatural nor very extra- 
Vagant suspicion (though most unfounded 
When applied to Aim), that the apprehension 
ot losing his otliee was the leading motive 
that had decidcd his conduct. ‘ [hiberal 
‘« warnings’ said Mr. Sheridan, ‘* have 
* been held out, most unauthoritatively I 
am sure, that by persevering in the pre- 
Sent contest 1 may risk my oficial situa- 
“ ton: and, if I retire, 1 am aware that 
“* minds as coarse as uncandul, may assign 
* the dread of that as my motive. ‘To such 
*€ jigs nuations 1 shall scorn to make any 
** other reply than a reference tothe whole 
ot. amy.past career, I consider it as no 
** boast to say, that any one who has strue- 
* ples wWrough such a portion of life as I 
* have without acquiring an office, is not 
*« | kely io abandon. his, priuciples, or his 
** duly, to retin one when acguired. On 
** this ground were [ to decline the present 
* contest) D1 should disdain, the imputation 
* that sought to bring the purity of my 
*« purpose into. doubt; and soon after, I 
*€ Know not that I have hitherto shrank in 
*€ glace dtom opinions I have maintained 
* while tn opposition.” After these ex- 
tracts, I really fee! that 1 ought, to, apologize 
ta. M: Sheridan. tor not leaving the question 
t othe manly test he has referred it to. But, 
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as you sir, are very expert in finding pre. 
tences for overlooking or disc louring when 


li answers your purpose, the meritorious te- 


nor of years of political consistency arid per- 
sonal sacrifice, | cannot resist the désire T 
feel, to try to convince, even you, ot the 
perverseness and injustice of your present ate 
tack, and not without a hope, that as there 
is no manliness in obstinacy, you may find 
it not unbecoming the impartiality you pro- 
fess, to retract what is proved. to be erro- 
neous, and atone for what was meant to be 
injurious. And now, sir, for your facts. | 
pass over your doubts of Mr. Sheridan look- 
ing always to se/f'in politics—Mr, Sueripan 
a SELFISH politician ! szLFtsm politician !—~ 
Mr. Cobbett you do not think this. You 
assert, that there was a meeting privately 
caved by Mr. Sheridan himself, at which he 
declaimed against Lord Percy's pretensions, 
saying * all that his mind could suggest, 
‘* and all that his eloquence could express.” 
You add, ** this meeting was, as I wnder- 
© stand, held at his quarters in Somerset 
** Place, on Sunday the 14th instant. He 
*‘ there called together ajl those persons 
** most likely to be able to aid him in a 
*€ contest for Westninster.” Now for the 
fact. No meeting was ever called or ex- 
isted at Semerset Liouse, on Sunday the 
14th, nor did any meeting of any sort ever 
tuke place at Somerset Place, or elsewhere, 
of Mr. Sheridan’s friends, until the public 
one in which they shared, at the Crown and 
Anchor, on Thursday the 18th. Mr, She- 
ridan suw a very few friends on Sunday, 
who called individually in the course of th. 
day, to know his intentions, and two or 
three whose opinion be had desired. On 
that day it was certainly his intention to 
oifer himself. No decisive answer had been 
received from Lord Percy, and there were 
strong reasons to believe, that he might 
decline in the case of his ptetensions no! 
appearing to meet the free and voluntary 
Wishes of a majority of the electors. 5" 
Francis Burdeit knows this fact. Mr, She- 
ridan says in his address, ‘* it was netcr 
‘* ascertained to me unti! Monday last, aiter 
this mecting had heen fixed, that Lord 
“Percy would certainly be a candidate ; 
« and then my friends hesitated, in the hope 
** that it might be left to arbriration, © hich 
« candidate should withdraw: that hope 
«© has failed.” I thirik, sir, your question, 
why Mr. sheridan had ‘not ** ‘declined pre- 
«© vious to the ‘calling the mecting,” 1s 40 
swered. You are pleased to ‘assert, that i 
appears clear to you, Chat Fe Ie begins 
he (Mr. Sheridan) ‘was tn concert with’ th: 


, lord and his steward’ (Me, Wilson). This 
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tation from Mr. Sher'dan’s address ; but you 


do not believe so. You shall know the tact 
Mr. sheridan never had the Jeast idea of the 
support of government ; and, as it afterwatds 
appeared, of a// Mr. Fox’s personal friends, 
and of all the great aristocratic interests in 
Westminster, aad of the whole Whig party, 
having been pledged to Lord Percy unul the 
Saturday evering after Mr. Fox's ceath, 
when he wasinformed of it by Mr. Wiison, 
of whom you may inquire respecting the 
degree of concert and good understanding 
which succeeded between them! Whoever 
has imposed on you any statement contrary 
to this, has duped you by gross and impn- 
dent falsehood. —You proceed to say, ** what 
“ is to be his (Mr Sheridan's) reward I 
“ shall not pretend to predict, but you may 
“ hove the satisfaction to assere yourselves 
“ that you will have to contribute towards 
“ it whatever it may be.” This, now, is one 
of those slips of spleen and impatience, 
which, on the least consideration, you would 
not have fallen into, and which it woald be 
an affront to Mr. Sheridan to notice further. 
But according to your mode of reasoning, 
and the epinion you occasionally affect to 
hold of Mr. Sheridan, the allowing him to 
yelain his office, ught to have been consi- 
dered by you as a sufficient reward. You 
say, ‘* there was, indeed, a threat thrown 
out in a ministerial paper, that Mr. She- 
ridin would lose his place if he opposed 
the lord;” and you very coolly add, ** and 
“ Tam of opinion that such would have Leen 
Now, sir, let us see how the 
secount would have stood in the case of Mr, 
Sheridan's persevering in the contest. Mr, 
Sheridan found against him, on the moment 
he heard of Mr. Fox’s‘death, the whole 
power and influence of 
to Lord Perey. He tound, that answers had 
been actually received three days before Mr. 
Fox's death from all the great noblemen con- 
nected with Mr. Fox or the government, 
rola decided support to Lord Percy. 
fe found, that all the Whig Club, from the 
Duke of Norfolk down to Mr. Wishart, had 
embarked in the same cause.. He found, 
that a great and illustrious, and, by him, 
ever to be revered personage, *** ©, to whom 
all deference was due from all, most’ espe- 
cally on the subject of a successor to his 
departed beloved friend, bat by no one so 
decidedly dne as from Mr. Sheridan, would 
be placed in a situation of some degree of 
embarrassment by. a contest, the ill effects 
of which, in every point of view, no man 
had equal, means or right to appreciate or 
judge of as his Royal Highness. He found, 
that Sir Francis Burdett (with whont he had 
4 distingt expldnation on the very Sunday to 
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which you, Mr, Cobbett, refer) with such 
interest as he could command in West- 
minster, had made his election in favour of 
Lord Percy. In the other scale, what was 
to be placed! Mr. Sheridan’s own personal 
popularity, the justice of his Cause, and eer- 
tainly the popular sentiment and voice in his 
favour. But can you, ‘sir, or any one, pre- 
tend to forget that a Westininster contest, 
pushed to the extreme, becomes af least a 
mere contest of money; that Lord John 


- Townshend's election, and one of Mr. Fox's, 


cost for their triumph at least £40,000 for 
each election, from the artstocratic purse ; 


| and where were Mr. Sheridan's resources, 


granting his own subscription to have been 
the loss of his place ? or, what would you, 
Mr. Cobbett, have subscribed, had he 
been so foolish and unreasonable as to have 
thrown himself‘on a mendicant subscription 
from those who, however honest and zea- 
lous in their support, could not possibly 
hove attempted even to meet the exhaustless 
funds of his opposers witheut injury and 
distress to themselves ? find I am going 
into ajength, which at the time I write, your 
paper cannot allow me, I shall resume the 
subject, not being disposed to pay so ill a 
compliment to your fairhess as to doubt 
your ready insertion of what I have already 
written.—I em, sir, your obedient servant, 
FaepertcK Homan—@, Cecil-street, Strand, 


ee 


THE POOR LAWS. 
To Mr. Jchn Sone. 

Sir, Having frequently endeavoured 
to fix publie attention on the increase of 
paupers which has taken place in England 
and Wales, within the Jast century, as con- 
taining in itself all the proofs that«cat¥ be re- 
quired as to the existence of @ pernicious 
system of political economy, and of a declin- 
ing state of general prosperity, general hap- 
piness, and general security. | was particu- 
larly anxious to peruse your ‘* Outlines of a 
Plan for the Reduction of the Poors Rate,” 
in the hope of finding in it the preparatory 
requisites in all plans, which I never yet 
met with in any plan of this deseription ; 
namely, a clear and distinct view of all the 
leading, remote and immediite, primary and 
colateral, positive and negative, causes of 
those evils, the removal of which.is the ob- 
ject, and of the adequacy of the mans in- 
tended to eradicate them. Vhe necessity of 
such a view prior to the fornmrion of any 
plan, is estaolished by thie evrtainty; ‘that if 
in the application of iis principle we may 
block up the channels of one'evil, we are 
liable to open the iivices/of another, ed’ so 





to make bad worse! or “gait nothing: by our 
| Jabour, But while I have'to applaud ithe ob- 
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ject of your plan, and to admire its’ mecha- 
nism, J have painfully to regret that the sur- 
vey which I have. taken of the immediate 
and remote, &c. Xc, causes of poor’s rate, 


and of¢the means of removing them, com- | 


pel me to offer its principle as a proof unde- 
suable, or rather the effect of it as an evi- 
dence of the most conclusive nature, that 
you have taken no such preparatory view ; 
and to reject it-as destructive of its object. 
You perceive an advantage accruing to the 
merchants and farmers, and a disadvantage 
tothe labourcr and consumer, arising from 
the praetice of the former in withholding 
goods and stock from market, for the pur- 
pose of keeping up the price; and, thete- 
jore, without any attention to the nataral 
consequence of keeping labour back for a si- 
milar purpose, and apparently on the autho- 
rity ot Mr. Malthus, you dogthattcally assert, 
with him, ‘* It would evidently be for the 
‘ interest of the institution to kéep up the 
“* price of labour by the same means that 
** the merchant uses in favour of his goods, 
* and the farmer of his stock, withhold it 
‘* from market.” Limiting’ my observa- 
tions to the physical effect of ‘tixis proposi- 
toe, Lcaniot iyostigate its merits on the 
*si grounds on which its perni- 

cies admits of demonstration ; 

sil _ advantages of the principle to one 
party, aud its disadvantages to the other, be 
all the evidences that can be produced in 
favour of its extension to the labourer, | will 
observe that such proofs hold equally good 
in favour of robbery, as the means of reco- 
veving what may have been lost by thett. I 
‘to admit, however, that the balance of pow- 
ax, between the labourer and the employer 
which is aimed at in your plan, must be es- 
ablished, otherways, to attempt the reduc- 
ion of the poors rate, or any other measure 

of general good, can only command the de- 
gree of pity which is due to well-intentioned 
jully. But to guard against the concomi- 
tant evils of means in their nature, or ren- 
dered by circumstance inapplicable to the 
case, and to point out those that apply with 
the least possible obscurity, it is as necessary 
to bear in mind and understand the princi- 
ples on which our true interest in all our ca- 
pacities, rests itself, as it is to have organs of 
sizht to enjoy the advantages of light. As 
lading tothe knowledge of these principles, 
Smith, ew the Wealth of Nations, observes, 
as the fundamental axiom of the science of 
political economy, ‘‘ whatever may be the 
$f state! of dexterity, skill, and judgment 
** withwhich labour is applied ia any na- 
‘*, tony the. abundance or scantiness of its 
*.anunal supply must depend, during the 


ts continuance of | that-state, upoy th» pro- 
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“© portion between the number 0° those who 
*€ are annually employed in vseful labour, 
* and that of those who are no: so ethploy- 
ed.” As this isthe trath, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so far as it 


| goes; and as it is no less cestain that the 








happiness or misery, the independence o; 
slavery of any nation, must depend upon the 
abundance or scantiness of its annual sup- 
ply, the merits or demerits of any scheme of 
political economy can only be determined by 
a clear perception of its tendency to increase 
or diminish the number. of those who are 
annually employed in the creation of it. 
The principle, however, is not carried far 
enough, to steer the political economist sate 
through those rocks and shoals on which he 
is liable to be shipwrecked in his pursuit of 
the supply, or of any thing that depends 
upon its abundance. Our venerable author 
should have observed, that the wants and 
conveniencies of nations, just like those of 
private families, divide useful labour into 
tour primary divisions;. namely, agriculture, 
mechanism, trade, and coinage; and, 


therefore, that the abundance or scantiness ot 


the annual supply does mot more depend 
upon the proportion between the productive 
and unproductive funds of Jabour, than upon 
that between the number of those who are 
annually employed in each division ; .or, the 
judgment and scrupulous regard to the gene- 
ral interest, with which the productive fund 
is divided into farmers, mechanics, mer- 
chants, and coiners. He is able upon the 
advantages derived from the division of |a- 
bour, but he is totally silent as to the num- 
ber of labourers in a given population, which 
onght to beemployed in each division, 50 2% 
to carry the interest of the whole to the 
highest practicable state of perfection. He 


has left this calculation to the accident ot 


individual choice, as to the profession which 
they should follow ; to consumate ignorance 
and unprincipled disregard of the general iu- 
terest ; and hence, so far as is depended 


‘upon him to avert them, the pernicious, as I 


shall shew, disproportion between our pro- 
ductive and unproductive funds of labour, 
and the excess of numbers empleyed in one 
division, and the deficiency in another, 
which. is unavoidable when chance is te 
guide, and can do no other thaw defeat all 
the purpose of the division of Jabour; than 
create that dead stock of one description, and 
a searcity of another, which is no Jess 1nj0- 
rious in its consequence than if the hands 
that created it were added to the drones 
which form. the unproductive fund.) ‘To.the 
evils of this case, to withhold Jabour from 
market, canido no. other thamadd to the 
amount of the labour lost by so doing: Ta 
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‘Ajustrate those cases, and demonstrate the 


vernicious teudency. of your principle, let us | 
take the population of a nation at 15 in | 


number, and, suppose that the general inte- 
rest points out the pecessity ot employing 
three in the agricultural, three in the mecha- 
nical, Uree in the mercantile, and three in 
the coinage division of labour ; the remain- 
ing three J assume are clerks in office, and 
limited annuitants past labour, who by in- 
dustry and prudence in youth, created a 
{und sufficient to render old age independent 
of parochial or aceidental charity. Let us 
then take the produce of. agriculture as 
wholly composed of grain, and in quantity 
at 3 bushels, or a bushel per head of the 
number employed in that division of labour ; 
and the sum of money whicl: is required to 
prevent the necessity of bartering the dis- 
poseable part of the grain for the disposeable 
productions of the other divisions, at 1s. Od. 
or Od, per head of those employed in the 
coinage division. In this relative state of 
the medium of exehange, and the exchange- 
able supply, and supposing the whole of the 
one to be exchanged for the whole of the 
other, the price of the grain is mecessarily 
fixed at Od. pér Bushel.. Let us next, sup- 
pose that, to satisfy the demand of the party 
wihholdmg their labour from market to'se- 
cure an advance of wages, an addition of 
Is. 3d. or Od. must be made: to the circula- 
ting medium * ; to eyen which, supposing 
dexterity, skill, and judgment to be incapa- 
ble of extension, at) additional hand must 
be employed in the coinage division of Ja- 
bour; and which, as there are none unem- 
ployed, must be taken either from agricul- 
ture, mechanism, or trade; say, therefore, 
agriculiure. In this’case it is but cause and 


_— a 





* This addition does not follow as a ne- 
cessary Consequence, because any sum. circu- 
lated, for instance, ten times in any given 
ume, produces all the effects of a sum ten 
limes its amount circulated once in the same 
given tme; whether as to profit or loss, 
the enhancement of price, or the deprecia- 
tion of money. This being the jaw of na- 
ture in the case, and taking it for granted 
that the labour required to coin and so to cir- 
culate the small sum, is equal to that which 
#8 Recessary to coin and circulate the large 
one, it matters not to which, (increase of 
(uantity, op quick return) we impute the ef- 
fect, But, as the‘effect is indisputable on 
the one or the other of the principles, I im- 
pute it to an increase of quantity,’as ‘an idea 
rendered more fatniliar'to. our minds by the 
hecessity we ifeel ourselves under of paying 
yore money as things get’ dear, vulgarly 
bpeaking, © Pe SoH Set: 
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(effect, that the transposition of the agricul- 
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turer into a coiner, reduces the stock of 
grain from three to two bushels, increases 
the inediuin of exchange from Is. Od. to us. 
raises the price of grain from Od, to ls. per 
bushel, and robs both the labourer and the 
employer of 1s. 3d, of their real income, 
while looking through the fallacious medium 
of pounds, shillings, and pence, they see 
their wealth increased in the proportion of 
Is. 3d. If this be no proof of the destruc- 
tive of its abject tendency of your principle, 
it this be no evidence that as price rises and 
as nations advance in nominal riches, they 
full into real or relative poverty, what testi- 
mony can we require to convince us, that as 
we verge into darkness so we recede from 
the light? The case, however, with all its 
horrid aspects, docs not exhibit in full the 
malignity of its nature. As your scheme 
has risen the price of grain from 6d, to 1s. 
per bushel, it has depreciated the relative or 
eachangeable value of money 50 per cent. 
that is, a shilling or sixpence can purchase 
no more grain or any thing else than 6d. or 
3d. could when you began to withhold la- 
bour from market. ‘The inevitable conse- 
quence therefore, is, that the clerks in ofhce 
and limited annuitants, who assuch are cx- 
cluded. from any share.of the money which 
you brought into circulation, are cheated out 
of half their rea) income, while their nomi- 
nal revere remains whole and undiminish- 
ed: and, therefore, as to labour they cannof, 
to beg they must not be ashamed. Coulda 
doubt remain, Sir, as to the application of 
this theory in all its circumstances, to re- 
move it is only necessary to Compare the pre- 
sent real income of the labourer and the an- 
nuitant 26 reduced, and the number of pau- 
pers ag increased by the practice of with- 
holding goods and stock from market, with 
the state of both at the revolution of 1088, 
when the patriotic Whigs introduced paper 
money as the meang of enabling merchants 
and farmers soto dp. At that glorions wra 
(as the Whigs still term it, and as rendered 
so by the solidity of the basis on which it 
established the freedom of trade, or the 
right of every man to do as he pleases, as to 
the sending or withholding his property from 
market); the average price of common la- 
bour in England and Wales, was about 6s. a 
week, as near ascan be calculated from the 
statement given by Sir F. M. Eden of its 
price in each country; and that of bread 
about 5d. the quartern loaf, if so mueli;’ but 
critical exactness is not necessary.’ | In'1806 
the average price of labour isabout 1.5. a 
week; and that of the quarter loaf above 
13d... The fact, then, is, that at the former 
period a nominal revenue of Os, a week, gave 
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arealincome of about 14} quartern loaves 
to tie labourer and annuitant, while at the 
latter a nominal revenue of 11s., (nearly 
double the amount) gives only a real income 
of 10 quaitern loaves and ,*, to the labourer; 
and the anneitant of Os. a week is reduced to 
the shorter allowance. of 54 quartern loaves. 
And if we refer to 1800 when, bread was 
$s. 10d. per quartern, and the wages of la- 
dour not higher if so high as it now is, we 
shali tina that the labourer had of right but 
6; avd theannuitant of Gs but3 5, quarterns 
aweck; the first, of course, losing consider- 
ably above § and-the datter about } of their 
real income wt 1038. And how? More 
than by any other means, by the practice 
which prevatied in 1500 of borrowing mo- 
ney irom bankers (which they could lend 


with ease, because ** jt cost them only the | 


paper on which they wrote”) to pay rents, 
&c. &c., and so to secure the ability of with- 
he bing cattle, &c. trom market ; and, | defy 
ali the calculators on earth (of couse inclu- 
dng the patriotic :nd intelligent Agrical- 
tiral Society), to prove the contrary. ‘They 
miy, however, attempt to prove, if the 
troublesome exhibition of bulls, bours, and 
mins, and the delightful amusement of 
seeing ‘** the breed of cattle and sbeep” 
cros.ed, give them time to reflect, that, as a 
fair rceusoner, L evght.to have taken the ave- 
rage price of bread in the present and last 
century, and mot its price in any particular 
ear m each, as the data of my calculation. 
‘his will do to shew to those who have wea- 
thered the storm ef hich price, what they 
may have geised or Jost by tts violence ; but, 
in avnatoual point of view, and in the case 
of the isbourers and limited annuitants, 
wiiom its fury have dashed upon the hard 
sand cold vocks of paruchial charity, it is false 
-andivapoitcable; and tor the plainest of all 
plain reasons; namely, that the low price of 
bread m one year cannot upbolt the work- 
house “uring their natural. lives, and set at 
shege, with their Jitde household furniture 
about them, miorality of character, and in- 
dependence ét mind, the enslaved and unpi- 
tied vietiins of its high price in a prior year. 
As to the inerense of paupers, I make a cal- 
cwation of it on two principles, and leave 
ou to take your choice or to chuse a better, 
hn loss the total rates collected under the 
denomination of poors rate, amounted only 
to g&005,802. (Vide Sr F. M, Eden on the 
State of the Poor) In 1803 the total rates 
‘undér the same denomination amounted: to 
‘e5,348,000, (nearly nine times the above 
‘a Domit) of wineh 1,034,000 was ex- 
pended im-charch and highway rates, &c. 
fc. (Vide Rose's Observations on ‘the Poor 
‘Lews.) By this statement it appears, that 
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the latter rates bear about the proportion of 
Is. 5d, to the total rate collected; and sup - 
posing them to have done so in 1668, the 
actual poors rate at that. period was about 
3£532,290. Dividing this sum in equal 
parts, and taking that of each pauper at. 8d. 
per day, the then price of the quariern loaf, 
their total number amounted only to 10,586, 
And, 2dly, Mr. Rose’s gives the present an- 
nual average expense of the poor per head, 
in and out of the workhouse, at £3. 17s. o3 
but for the sake of even numbers, say 
£3. 18s And no doubt can remain that 
the average per head in 1088 was lower than 
£3. .18s. in the. proportion between the 
high value of money in that year, and its 
low value in 1806; that is, in the proportion 
between 5d. the then, and 13d. the now 
price ot the quartern loaf. I say, therefore, 
if 13d. gives an average expense of £3. 163. 
per head, what average expense per head 
will 5d. give? Answer £1. 10s. We have, 
therefore, only to divide the poors rate, 
4 &32,200. by £1, 10s, to know with sutf- 
ficient certainty that the poor, in and out of 
the workhouse in 1688, did not exceed 
354,860. Until I saw Mr. Rose’s Observa- 
tions onthe Poor Laws I have always un- 
derstood, that the poor in. and out of the 
workhouse amounted to 1,200,000. He 
however, gives their number at only 
1,039,716. But as-he has Jeft out of bis 
estimate of the population of Middlesex 
(818,120) that of London (862,845 accord. 
ing to the Morning Chronicle of April 2s, 
1802), and of course as he is likely to have 
taken no notice of the poor of London, | 
am inclined to think that 1,200,000 is the 
more correct number of the two. 'To which, 
perhaps, we miay add 300,000 more, who 
receive relief in hospitals and alms-houses, 
andin the multiplicity of other asylums, gar- 
rets, cellars, barns, stables, &c, &e. in which 
the evils of free trade, of our right to do os 
we please with our own property, 
choosing for ourselves wliether we shall fol- 
low usetul labour, or mischievious specul2- 
tion branch out, deprive the poor of the 
means of supporting themselves, and extort 
from philanthropy the scanty allowance 0 
private chatity. But, whetber ‘this descrip 
tion of podr be 800 or 300,000, and what 
ever may have been the edrresponding num- 
ber to it-at the’pforious revolution of 105", 


‘a well founded doubt, I think, eannot 4 
‘main, that the poor in and out of the work- 


house have increased since, in nearly a que 
druple proportion : while the merease of a 
amount to }-mint 


of its present state,/if Dr. Price be cor yeor 





’ 


taking it at 8,000,000 in 1683. Bvt, if 


may quofe-the epithet applied by Lord Me 
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ville to the plea of parliamentary reform, 
while his plea was that ot the Treastrersh'p 
of the Navy, what can the increase of popu- 
lation amount to in justification of increased 
peor, but to “ a cover of rascality, or a 
wont of all sense, reflection, and informa- 
tion, Since it is plain niatter of tact, that 
no poverty can arise from pumbers, while 
millions upon millions of acres of ground Ite 
uncultivated, or are mischieviously cultivated 
into parks, lawns, and pleasure grounds, if 
the poor were allowed to occupy tt, and pro- 
vide for themselves, Since it is plain de- 
monstretion, that it is not from our number 
that our calamities arise, but from the I:cen- 
tiowsness not liberty, the disorder not regu- 
larity, the selfishness “not patriotism, the 
cruelty not jusiice, the indolence not indus- , 
try, aud therefore, the poverty not riches, 
which as naturally arises to the nation, from 
‘ the right of every men to doas he please: 
with his own property,” and as to the choice 
of his profes-ion, as it would do to a private 
family, weie its head foolish énough to con- 
fer such right on its ind.widaal members, or, 
were such members ignorant enough to de- 
mand such right for themselves. For the 
further confirmation of these truths, ‘or to | 
exhibit the proportion which the exefctse of | 
this right. has established between Our indo- | 
lence and industry, I beg to refer you to the | 








Political Register of the 23d August, where 
you will find. I believe, on the best evidence 
of circumstatices, that ‘ the number of 
those who are annually employed in useful 
Jabour" (in England and Wales) amounts 
only to 2,180,490, while “ that of those 
who are not so employed” amounts to no 
less than 7,162,082. From this incredible, 
and destructive disproportion between our 
productive and unproductive funds of Ja- 
bours, you will natuially conclude, thot if 
our annual supply be not actually i that 
state of scantiness which threatens us with 
internal anarchy, or external slavery, it is 
relatively so deficient as to Jeave liitle stock 
to feed, but much laborir to render preca- 
rious and instipportable the lives and health 
of the 1-filth of the popu lation, on whose 
industry, the hot regulating our public liber- 
ty by the rules adopted. in our private fami- 





lies, has made us to test for al) that is near 


and dear to ns as men, as patriots, and as b - 


lievers in: ‘the’ moral justice ot the deit;, | 


W hile these ‘evidences of the dilemma into 
which, as the immediate catise, the practice 
oi thhulding g00ds arid sto¢k from matk: t, 
ths oor eee them Ween on terns winch 

or cannot reach, have placed us,‘ ad 
of the tendency of your Plan 4s famish us as 
dividuals, and to avcelérata our down! | a. 


‘1 people, ‘are fresii ity your memory. Nay, 
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while yon must be alive to the conviction, 

thit no plon can succeed in redveing the 
poors rete, or prevent its grow th. bat such 
wil convert multitades of the idlers who 
compose our unprocuctive into useful ida- 
beurers, and furnish thea: with land, &c. to 
work upon. IT shall take the liberty to sug- 

gest the principle of a plan, which I th nk 
has the contrary tendency to that of yours, 
and therctors, will secure your object. And 
asthe evils of the system which we would 
correct originate in its fandamental defec- 
tious; and es ail plans must ultimately tou if 
they be jundamentafly wrons, | have to re- 
quest you wil] permit your Zeal in the canse 
to point out what you may couecive to be the 
defections of minc, with the same degree of 
freedom with which |] exposed those that ap- 
pei to me tn youys; +o that we may at last 
nieet, if we do not at prosent agree As 
our happiness or misery, slavery or sacepen- 
dence, depend upon the abundance or scone 
tiness Of our annual supply, every plan of the 
pature of onrs, should have two-objects in 
vieV; namely, to secure the abundance of 
such supply, so far as it restswith labour, 
skill. dexterity, and jndgment so todo; and 
to dividvitamony the afferent members of 
the community as justice and sound policy 
niuy direct. As to the first of these objcets, 
instead of an abundance, it Must appear from 
the disproportion between our productive 
and unproductive funds of labour, ‘that 
we have either to  conte:id wih an 
alarming seaniiness*, or, that the pres- 
sure of labour is so great on the few, 
comparatively, Who have to perform ‘it, 
as to render their fives and Math 
shoit and precarious, and their loyalty a 
miracle of the most miraculous nature; and 
with respect to the second, a doubt cainot 
remaiu, so far as it relates to the labourer, 
tnat on every principle ot justice and sound 
policy, he is entitled to that portion of 


* The great majority of the idlers and 
the industrious most sensibly feel ascanti- 
ness; and unless it be supposed that ¢o much 
of ihe annual supply as they are deficicnt of, 
be actually suffered to rut in storehouses it ts 
impossible to doubt the, existence of a scat- 
city to the amount of the scarcity they feel, 
They will not however dive tor the cause 
beluw the mere skin-deep practice of with- 
holding goods and stock from the matkets, or 
of bringing them to sale at a price which 
they cannot reach, ‘And it: the love of 
truth, or, asense of danger, should in-pire 
‘any: man to lead the: mout of their deprh sit 
‘is sdddm but what he is deemed a toolor 
sdorsed wit vrevolutionary desi, a8 of a cfi- 


minal ature. 
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food and raiment, &c.. which. is ne- 
cessary to prolong his life and healih. 


Such portion, whatever may be its weight or 
measure, evidently bears some proportion to 
the stock of the employer ; say, then, for the 
sake of argument, one-eighth. The ques- 
tion, then, is, how to secure this allowance, 
subject to no dininution from the insatiable 
ayarice of the employer, as displayed in the 
practice of withholding his stock from 
market, of bringing it to sale on terms which 
the labourer cannot reach, and of regulating 


wages without any regard to the necessity of 


his servants; in short, subject to no other 
variation in quantity than such as must un- 
avordably arise toall parties from the natural 
casua,ties of seasons and trade. If wedo not 
Jook through the irremidibly delusive medium 
of money, (indisputably so while our very 
rags are converted into currency, at the 
pleasure of corporate bodies and individuals, 
aud the mines of Peru are permitted to vomit 
their gold upon our shores,) there is no ques- 
tion atall upon the subject ; it is only to pay 
the one-eighth in kind, whatever may 
be its weight or measure; or, if more 
convenient to both parties, and if paid 
yearly, discharge it in money, , (even 
if in rag money so much the better, since 
it requires less Jabour to coin’ and ma- 
nage it,) amounting to one-eighth of the 
price for which the whole: stock may have 
been sold ; and when paid by the week, 
it is only necessary to divide the annual al- 
lowance into weekly shares, and to regulate 
the money value of each by the average 
weekly price of corn or bread, these being 
of all standards of value the least subject to 
variation. This is the principle of my plan, 
and so far as payments in kind go, it is not 
the delusive phantom of metaphysical ab- 
stractions, or, the perturbed offspring of a 
revolutionary mind, It was, toa conside- 
rable extent, the mode of paying rents and 
wages in the northern parts of Great Britain 
even within my own recollection ; and, it 
is not many centuries ago, when the same 
mode prevailed in England, as it still conti- 
nues todo in some places, with respect to 
the tithes; nor is it farther back than the 
reign of Quzen Elizabeth, when ‘* It was 
** enacted that one-third of the rent of all 
** college Jeases should be reserved in 
** corn, to be paid either in kind or ac- 
** cording to the current prices at the near- 
** est public market. ‘The money arising 
«* from this corn-rent, though originally but 
«a thd of the whole, is, in the present 
e, times, (when Dr. A. Smith wrote) ** ac- 

‘cording’ té’ Dr, Blackstone, commonly 
** near double of what arises from the other 
** two-thirds,” J cannot, therefore, be ac- 
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cused with broaching visionary and titried 
ideas. though I must plead guilty to the 
charge of holding revolutionary principles, 
I certainly do, in proportion as I feel for the 
honour of human nature, and desire the 
peace, prosperity, happiness, and indepen- 
dence of my country, wish for a revolution 
sanctioned by King, Lords and Commons, in 
parliament assembled; which, by converting 
paper credit into torches, idlers and specula- 
tors into useful labourers, would light us back 
to the times when payments in kind were in 
fashion, and extend the principle of Queen 
Elizabeth’s Act, to payments of all kinds, 
For, I believe from the self-evident merits 
of the principle, as shewn by Dr. Blackstone, 
when contrasted with the demerits of the 
present mode as established by its conse- 
quences to the labourer and_ the limited an- 
nuitant within the last century, that had 
Queen Elizabeth so extended it herself, she 
would not have had the mortification of be- 
ing the first sovereign in the universe, per- 
haps, who had to reduce the poor laws into a 
system, possessing no other merit than the 
inere ability of preventing the dead bodies ot 
the poor from becoming a nuisance in the 
sireets and hedges, for the short time com- 
pared with eternity the power could remain, 
with a progressively diminishing number ot 
useful labourers to’ support them. Queen 
Elizabeth erred most egregiously (if she had 
more jn view than the interest of individuals, 
as it depends on commerce and speculation) 
in preferring this system to the extension of 
the principle of her own 18th act. to pay- 
ments of a!l kinds; but they are still more 
in error, if not in fault, whose minds are not 
made up as to the self-evident causes of 11- 
creasing poor; because, while they are hesi- 
tating whether the fault lies in the poor laws 
or in the system with which those Jaws have 
to contend, the number of poor is increasing 


—_++—— 











and must continue to do so, till the laws of 


| labour secure to the labourer that portion of 


food, raiment, &c, which is necessary to pro- 
long his life and health, and which, with 
prudence on his own part, and the iid of 
your institution, wil) render him indepe: tent 
of parochial charity when past labour; and 
to pi 4 csr of all descriptions that ees P 
tion of property, which they are insulting!y 
told is given to it by law, while by all the 
‘evidences of sensation and reflection, they 
know to the contrary, according to every ices 
that is ‘universally attached to the words, 
protection and security. Sir, the question 1s 
not, what are the contingent and concom!= 
tant‘ evils on the principle of this plan, a 
no human invention ‘can be~ without such ; 
but whether they are fewer in number, OF 
less malignant in their nature, than thst 
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that are so on the principle of the plan at 
present acted upon, oF that of yours if car- 
ried into execution, and that would be so on 
the other scheme proposed by the Rev. Mr. 
Maltuls is. carried into practice, viz. (as given 
in substance by Mr. Rose) ‘* ‘To restrain the 
« maniage of the poor,’’ that is n its ten- 
dency to encourage beastly and_ unnatural 
crimes (as the means of diminishing the 
« number. of labourers and thereby raising 
« the price ef labour ;"’ for, if they appear 
to be soon the fairest principles of calcula- 
‘ion that can ‘apply in the case, we are 
pound, by the Common rules of prudence, 
which in all cases enjoins us to chuse of two 
evils the least, to give them the preference. 
Bearing in mind that the redaced and reduc- 
ing state of our productive fund of Jabour, 
wd the inereased and increasing condition 


four stock of paupers, promise to leave us | 


hutJittle time, ' comparatively, to make our 
election. . As a fellow labourer in the same 
vineyard, and with every sentiment of es- 
teem and respect that must be due to any 
jvm in that capacity, however mistaken in 
opinion, am, Sir, yours, &c. 


Sept. 5th, 1806. C. S. 





SINKING FUND. 

Sir;—I observe a correspondent, under 
the signature.of X.T., in’ your Register of 
the Oh of this month, has done me the ho- 
nour to notice my figures, relative to the 
Sinking Fund, as compared with a -cettain 
deficiency of revenue, and consequent an- 
nual Joans to supply that deficiency. Your 
correspondent says, that such a statement as 
line never entered the brain of any person 
except myself, I shoald slmost suspect the 
sincerity of thisdeclaration, for it is. difficult to 
account for the display ot so much of his own 
profundity, when, in his opinion, he has .no- 
thing but the ignorance of asolitary individual 
'o combat, I must entreat, however, of your 
Correspondent, not to be angry with me, if 
I confess myself so incorrigible, that:he has 
lett me, instead of producing conviction to 
my mind, exactly where he found me. I 
have a right, to say, at the same time, in 
justice to my principles, that I should be 
infinitely more gratified, as.a friend to my 
Petpet hen acknowledge his. triumph, than 
= fo claim it, if ] had met with demonstra- 
‘OD tastead of assertion, founded, as.I think, 
‘t gross and palpable error. . Having no 
beeen on earth to serve, but what ought to 
a ee tousall, namely, to establish the 
ps mie of truth, 1 shall concisely endeavour 
ial te others: if I, cannot. the genue- 
fnmensinn asso confidently, challenged my 
louesiae at they, are much, more easil chal- 
‘ged thapretuted,; If, indeed, I could flatier 
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myself that Ais notions of the efficacy, I 
seemingly ought to say omnipotence, of the 
Sinking Fund, had taken possession of no 
other “* brain" than his own, I confess [ 
should be very little inclined, though he has 
not’ shewn me the same indulgence, to 
disturb an individual's harmless pleasures of 
imagination or flights of fancy. Believing, 
however, as I solemnly do, that deception 
on this subject has ong been, and still con- 
tinues to be, part of the system which has so 
powertully contributed to the difficulties of 
our present situation, and that must, if not 
very soon arrested in its baneful progress, 
produce consequences incalculably dangerous 
to the country ; I shall act consistently with 
my former endeavours, however feeble they 
may have been, if I do not suffer the futility 
of X. ‘T's calculations ta’ pass unnoticed. 
His figures will admirably suit the meridian 
of the Stock Exchange, and have, for any 
thing I know, no more Jaudable object in 
view. I deein it, however, more consonant 
with liberality, to impute the purest maetives 
to X. T., and assuming, therefore, that he 
is, like myself, actuated solely by a desire te 
promote the interests of the country, too long, 
as I certainly think, made subservient (o inte- 
rested imposture and delusion; I shall be 
glad, if 1 be able to convince him, that he is 
completely mistaken in the ground of his 
attack ‘upon me, Should I sueceed in so 
doing, he will feel it a duty to confess his 
error, and Teall upon him to do so? 'X,'T, 
says he will confine his’ observations merely 
tomy postcript, and hopes io convince me 
of an error that will upset the whole of my 
argument. I accept freely bis challenge on 
the ground he has chosen, and will, there- 


| fore, for the sake of brevity, confine myself 


to an illustration of the position laid down in 
that postcript. ‘This I propose to do by 
adducing a comparison so familiar and appo- 
site, that, unless J greatly over-rate its per- 
spicuity, cannot fail to be clearly understood 
by even a very superficial person; certainly 
not by a mun. of the research and jnvestiga- 
tion of X. T.—When X, T. says that the 
interest on 140 millions, to be borrowed by 
fourteen equal annual sums of 10 millions, 
will only amount to 52 millions, I perceive 
that he and I go upon very different datu. 
He has just overlooked, acetdentally I sup- 
pose, that when a man continues to expend 
10001, beyond his income, and borrows that 
sum at 5 per cent., he must also borrow at the 
expiration of the year 5Ol.at5 per cent, to pay. 
the interest, ‘There is one part of the letter of . 
X. T.sostriki:. gly absurd, that Iam half in- 
clined to think him not serious in his opposition 
to mystatement. [had remarked that, suppo-« 
sing, for,arguinent’s sake, theeommissioners™ 
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of ibe Sinking Fund. to have redeemed 140 
mijlions, they would be able, by. the em 
ployment of chat amount ot Cupdal al. come- 
pound werest of 5 per cent... to, redeem 
abvut as inuch more ian 14, years. Qn ihe 
other hand,, [| aad stated, that annual. loans 
of 1G milions for the same peviod, te supply 
an actual dehelen y of revenue, would create 
anew debt af 205 milhous. 
this is ou admissioa from my own figures of 
75 miilors in favour of the Sinking Puna. 
According, iu X. T.’s conc’usion, thereiore, 
an estate worth 2S0l,, encumbered by a debi 
of 205]., would be of more valve. to the 
possessor than ap estate worth 140]. jree 
fromincoumbrance!!! If X. T. wili re-con- 
sider this statemeat, I dare say he will make 
a trifling ch.uge i his figures, as it. will 
only be to substitute 65 against, instead of 
75 millions in favour of, the Sinking Fund. 
—tl'o you, Mr. Cobbeti, whose atteution has 
been so unremittingly directed to the subject 
o} oar finances, and who are evidently im- 
pressed with the immense importance of 
their real situation being understood by the 
country al large, I skall make no,apelogy 
for requesting your insertion of the following 
statement, if you think it will afford any 
degree of. elucidation 1 will suppose a 
persom to have the reversion of 20,000] 
capital with its accumulation, invested at 5 
per cent. compound interest, daring a period 
{ i4years. It is unecessary for me to state, 
thai, at ihe expiration of that term, the 
capital would be neariy, but not quite doubled. 
Now let usitey the effect,. if such a person, 
depending solely on this reversionary pro- 
perty, or Sinking Fund, if you please, with its 
accumulating mterest, shall, during the 14 
years in question, regularly expend the sum 
of 150u!, per annum, to defray she expenses 
of his lwing. To avoid obscurity trom 
fractional parts, I will suppose that he shail, 
at the commencement of the first year, bor- 
row thatsum of A. At the end of. the 
first year he borrows of B, 751. to pay the 
interest dye to A, | For the second year he 
borrows of C. tor his current expenses 15001. 
and will then be in debt to A. B. and C. con- 
jointly, 30751. He then borrows of D., to 
pay the uterest furone year, 153], 15s. due 
on the three preceding loans. He next bor- 
rows of E., for the current ex enses ef the 
third year, the usual sum of 1500i., and is 
then in debt to A. B.C, D and E. conjointly, 
for money borrowed at interest of 5 per cent., 
47281 15s., ant he therefore borrows of F € 
to'pay One yeur's interest to his respective 






et 49051" 3s, od —I will not proceed 
c. Sir, -with this operation of common 
a5 it is unnecessarily occupying. a, 


ar ithm 4 etic, 





X. T. cays, that. 


| risk. 


. than the Sinking Fond!! 
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part of yourvalnable Register. X. T. can 
himeeclt, if he pleases, pursue it, aud he wij! 
find, that, at theend of [4 years, out hope- 
ful spendthritt will have sunk move than half 
his fortune, and, should he persist on the 
seine plan for 14 years longer, would cer- 
iainly be insolvent in the sum of -ahont 
12,000]. If such be the fact, and- fieures 
ave very obstinate when rightly placed, what 
must we think of that bewildered, superfi- 
cial minister, to use no harsher term of 
reproach, who obst:naiely persevered, for | 


never blamed the original attempt, in 
the pernicious. measure of the Sinking 


Fund, while a deticiency of revenue com- 
pelled him to contiact more of new than 
could possibly be redeemed of e/d debt? I 
have not only contended that such deticiency 
of revenue at present exisis, but that a defi- 
ciency, beyond the power of the Sinking 
Fund, is mseparable from the peace-esta- 
blishment, even with an allowance for the 
revenchment of expenditure much exceed- 
ing any saving that government will dare to 
Surely never was there a more cruel 
mockery of the common sense of the nation 
But in this, as in 
all the other prominent measures of that 


| wretched politician, its projector, it isin vain 


8 thé sum of 2361, 8s. od., making |. 


to search for any depth of sound policy or 
solid wisdom; in short, to trace any thing 
but miserable state quackery.—1I should have 
sooner noticed the communication of X. T., 
if my mind had been less deeply affected by 
the alarining illness and receni death of that 
great man, to whom I had the honour of ad- 
dressing my former letters on the subject o! 
finance. For the loss of. such a mau, perso- 
nal attachment alone would, at any time have 
occasioned me real sorrow: at the present 


crisis, I deplore it as. a serious national mis- 


fortune. This loss, no doubt, demands in- 


creased energy on the part of every friend to 
the country, andthe most diguified tribute 





of respect tothe memory of Mr. Fox wil 
unguestionably be the imitation of his con- 
duct, by our strenuous and united exertions 
in itsdefence. Under the immediate mfluence 
however, of so afflicting an event, either that 
liberal statesmen, in ewiom none of the meat A 
passions found aplace, must have been muc" 
less esteemed and admired than by mysf 
or the mind:have more firmness thaw I eve" 
possessed, that can boast of any thing reset 
bling composure,—Y ours, &c. I. 2— dor 
Conse aes aie , 1800. ae 
. PUBLIC PAPERS, ~ d 
Letter from kis: Majesty the Emperor _ 
King, tozhis Eminent Highness: the Prim 
Primate. 9) Mi. korea - 
My. Brothgr ;-~-—The. form of oar com 


re 





173] 

municatk 
rhe goye 
Frankter 
have con 


sutalae 
your Em 
be com 
trath wil 
use, t 
don nas 
the rst 
have Wa 
ed Dj 
HNCau 
tums wi 
lone ha 

! tative 
J eu 
conredel 
s tilke 
te hi 


: 
establish 


i») 


to our J 
B sentime 
which 
prod: 
But the 
de not 
to ours 
Was e& 
ai SOVE 
Die wh 
( U} ies 
Crease 
we do 
waich 
Neithe, 
evils W 
may WW 
Slate y 
Conte 
Withor 
Tecogr 
which 
Cannot! 
Tciga 
Whose 
the .d 
Contec 
Ciher 
% ind 
bize ¢ 
ho re 
dorati 
&inph 
Male 






ave 
ent 
yS- 


1 to 
ute 
will 
on- 
ons 
nce 
hat 
ner 
ach 
eif, 
ver 
ume 
one 


and 


nce 








muaicationsin our quality-of protector, with 
rhe sovereigns assembled ua congress at 
Frankfort, net being yet determined, we 
have considered that nothing could: be more 
stitabue 
our Eminent Highness, in order that itmay 
. communicated to the two. colleges. la 
‘rath what organ cana we more naturaliy 

use, than that of a prince, to whose wis- 
dom has been. confided the task of preparing 
the first fundamental statute, We should 
ive waited until that statute had been de- 
creed by the congress, and had been com- 
municated to us, if it did not contain disposi- 
tons which .personally regard us. “‘Lhat 
-lone has induced us. to take to ourselves the 
i tative, in order to submit our sentiments 
ood eur veflexions, to the wisdom of the 
«opfederated. princes —When we accepted 
te tile of Protector of the Confederation of 
ie Rhine, we. had nothing in view but to 
establish in right what had existed in fact for 
) In accepting it we contracied 
Ue doable obligation of guaranteeing the 
territories of the confederation against fo- 
regan ttuops, and the territory of each confe- 
(cia'e against the enterpriges of others. 
Jhese all preserving obligations are pleasing 


iny ages. 


}‘o our heart, they are conformable to those 


scatiments of benevolence and friendship of 
which we have, without ceasing, given 
prools to the members of the confederation. 
Hut these our duties towards them end.: We 
co not wish to. be undeistood as.arregating 
to ourselves that portion of sovereignty which 
Was exercised by the Emperor of Germany 
‘) Sovereign... The government of the peo- 
}.¢ Whom. Providence has confided to us oe- 
Cupies all our time, we could not see an in- 
Crease of our obligations. without alarm. As 
we do. not wish te be ascribed to us the good 
waieh sovereigns may efiect in their states, 
nvither do we wish to be imputed tons the 
“us Which the vicissitudes of human affairs 
Nay ttreduce, The iaternal affairs of each 
‘ale we do net regard, The Princes of the 
vulederation of the Rhine are sovereigns, 
s ‘At aay sovereign over them, We have 
aE ap them. as such, The discussions 
‘ = they may have with their subjects 
ieee ‘herefore, be brought befare a fo- 
t ... bag The diet is, the tribunal 
the lig ceit isto maintain peace between 
cede sovereigns who compose the 
on wtstion. . Having, recognized, all the 
ae princes who form:the Germanic Body, 
. tependent sovercigns, we cannot recog- 
* ial one ‘- their sovereign.* We have 
© telatona of sovereignty with the Confe 
‘ple pp the, Rhine, but merely:those of 
Coaledes orection. More powerful:thaw the 

tate princes, we wish tg.use! the su- 


than to address the, present letter to. 
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pericr+¥-of our power, not to restrain their 

rivhts of sovereignty, butto erarentee thats 
rights. in their plenitude —~—We prey God, 
niy brother, that be may beve you in fi ho- 

iy and worhy keeping. Given at our Im- 

perial Palace of St. Cloud, the 11th of Sept. 

1sco --——N arotron ———Certified to be 
conformadie to the original.——C. M. Tat 

LEYRAND, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

Prince of Benevento. 

Circular Note addressed to their Majesties, 
Imperial and Royal Highnesses, Dukes 
and Mlost Serene Prinevs, associated in the 
Confcderation of the Rhine, on the part 
of the Prince Primate of the Conjede- 
7aflon, 

‘The Prince Primate of the confecera- 
tion has the honour to inform their Majes- 
ties, Imperial and Serene Highnestes, &e. 
&e. that his Minister Plenipotentiary Boron 
D'Albini repaired to Franktort at the begin- 
ning of this month, to make preparations in 
his‘name for the opening of the diet, in as 
much as might accord with the intentions of 
the associated kings and sovereigns, The 
act of confederation: having designated that 
term for proposing a fundamental statute, 
the opening of the sittings will depend pro- 
bably upon the arrival of the plenipotentia- 
ries. Ardently desiring to deserve the cone 
fidence of the associated kings and princes, 
the Prince Primate regards it as the firat duty 


| of his office, not to propose any thing which 


might not be generally aecknowlenged as ef 
essential advantage to the confederation, as 
well as consistent wih the perfect indepen-’ 
dence of the confederated sovereigns. If 
the formation of a fundamental statute can- 
not be the work of a day, and that an object 
of such importance requires the most mature 
reflection, it is notwithstanding equally trae, 
that it is desirable that the confederation 
should from its commencement be establish - 
ed upon an immoveable basis. Its object is 





| to obtain tranquillity and security, the tme 


happiness of nations, and to enable sove- 
reigns to occupy themselves without inter- 
ruption in the prosperity of their states, in 
increasing the happiness of the towns and 
country, by the enlightened attention of a 
prudent ‘and parental government, and by 
the encouragement of useful arts and seien- 
ces, the true sources of the splendour of au- 
gust dynasties and sovereign houses, The 
South of Germany, after ages of misfortunes, 
troubles, and wars, cannot but ardently wish 


that its internal happiness should be ésta- 
blished ‘upon’ an’ imperishable basis. The, 


Prince Primate submits to the wisdon of the 


confederated kings and princes the aseition ’ 


of the question, Whether the ‘fundamen 
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maxim of the inviolability of the territory of 
the confederation, be not the first and most 
important of all the bases of the public 
oh ola 94 Whether it be agreeable to the 

igh wisdom of the confederated kings and 
princes never to allow a passage to foreign 
troops, though even disarmed, without the 
consent of the entire confederation ? And, 
finally, if it be not also conformable to the 
dignity of independent sovereigns, that the 
representatives at the diet of Frankfort. en- 
gaged in assuring domestic traiquillity, 
should neither send niinisters to, nor receive 
them from foreign courts; a right which is 
naturally reserved to each of the august kings 
and sovereigns, and not to a meeting of their 
plenipotentiaries,—If the diet of Frankfort 
should hereafter apply to his Majesty the 
Emperor of the French and King of Italy, as 

rotector, to obtain his guarantee of such an 
nviolability of the territory of the confede- 
ration, we may be allowed to entertain a 
hope that this favour, one of the first im- 
portance, will not be refused on the part of 
that great man, who has known how to re- 
spect the inviolability of one of the most im- 
portant countries in the world, notwithstand- 
ing the obstacles which appeared to oppose 
it.—Lhe Prince Primate submits these ob- 
servations to the kings, princes, &e. &c. as- 
sociated in the Confederation of the Rhine, 
and will always feel happy if his zealous dis- 
interestedness can deserve their confidence 
and approbation.-——Curarves.—<schaffen- 
burgh, Sept. 18, 1806, 


DOMESTIC OFFICIAL PAPER. 
Carrurz oF Buenos. Ayres.—From the 
London Gazette Extraordinary, dated 
Downing Sireet, September 13th, 1800. 
Concluded from p. 544. 

I have probably trespassed on a line that 
does not immediately belong to me, but I 
could not resist the gratification of relating 
to their lordships what I saw; assuring my- 
selt, at the same time, they will be con- 
- vinced, if the enemy had given the squadron 
an equal opportunity, I should have had the 
pleasing duty of reporting an honourable is- 
sue to the effect of their eminent zeal and 
exertions. On the 27th, in the morning, 
‘we saw some firing near the banks of the Ri- 
ver Chello, but it blew so hard that /it was 
tatally impracticable to have any communi- 
cation with the shore during that day.—— 
Early on the 23th, a royal salute was fired 
a the  iewie of —— Ayres in honour 

j jesty’s colours being hoisted in 
South Src ll and instantly returned by 

















the ships lying off the town.—TI now cons'- 
der it to be a proper moment for acknow- 
ledging in terms of the sincerest gratitude, 
my high sense of the zealous and animated 
conduct of every officer and man in the 
squadron which I have the extraordinary 
good fortune to command.—Captain Row- 
ley; with Captain Edmonds under his orders, 
continued as long as the weather would per- 
mit an advantageous demonstration off Mal. 
donado. Captain Donnelly, who did me 
the favour of requesting | would go up the 
river in the Narcissus, and to whom, from 
his rank, no specifie service could be as- 
signed in our small scale of operations, ap- 
plied himself in evety occasion where he 
could promote the objects of the expedition : 
and, as he is charged with this dispatch, | 
take the liberty of recommending him to 
their lordships’ protection, under a tull con- 
viction they will obtain, through him, every 
information which they have a right to ex- 
pect from an officer of great intelligence and 
long meritorious s¢rvice.—I consider Cap- 
tain King, with the officers of the marine 
battalion, so completely under the report ot 
General Beresford that I shall only.state to 
their lordships my extreme satisfaction on 
hearing personally from the general how 





highly he appreciated every part of their con- 


duct, particularly the celerity with which 
they transported the artillery and troops 
across the Rio Chello after the bridye was 
burnt by the enemy.—Lieutenant Talbot ot 
the Encounter manifested great zeal in every 
instance where it was necessary to call on 
him ; Lieutenant Groves of the Diadem was 
also very active in landing the ordnance and 
ordnance stores, and I think it highly proper 
to state to their lordships that the masters 
and crews of the different transports behaved 
with great attention during the whole of the 
service. I inclose a copy of the terms’ 
granted to the inhabitants after the capture 
of the city, by which their lordships will see 
that the coasting vessels in the river, sup: 
posed with their cargoes to amount to - 
million ahd a half of dollars, were restore 
to the proprietors ; for an early record to the 
country of the great liberality of his Maje~ 
ty’s government.——I have the honour 
be, kc. Home Poruam. 

I have sent Lieutenant Groves to take 
possession of Ensenaba de Baragon, 4 ea 
to the Eastward of Buenos Ayres, where 
understand there are ‘wo gun vessels and two 
merchant ships.——H. P. 





—— and 
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* See Maj. Gen. Beresford’s ¢i 
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